Aspiration cytology in the diagnosis of malignant tumors in children.
On the basis of 65 fine-needle aspiration biopsies (FNAB) the efficiency of aspiration cytology combined with immunocytochemistry in preoperative diagnosis of malignant tumors in children was evaluated. All FNAB were performed under ultrasound or fluoroscopy guidance. There were no false-positive diagnoses. Morphological type of the tumor was properly diagnosed preoperatively in 50 patients. In 10 aspirates, the tumor type could not be diagnosed on the basis of light microscopy and immunocytochemistry. Due to technical reasons, five false-negative diagnoses (7.7%) were made. This study showed that FNAB is a safe, rapid, and effective method, which enables preoperative diagnosis of children's tumors in most cases.